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A five-member team from Uganda’s Medicines Regulatory is in the country to understudy the best 
practices and successes of Ghana’s Food and Drugs Authority (FDA). 

The team, made of Uganda’s Minister of Health, Executive Secretary of the National Drug Authority 
and the Attorney Generals’ Department Protecting Public Health and Safety, will be in the country for 
a week. 

The Executive Secretary of Uganda’s National Drug Authority, Sematiko Gordon Katende noted that 
Ghana’s FDA has been described by the World Health Organization (WHO), as one of the best in 
Africa, hence, the visit. 

He explained that Uganda do not have a Food and Drugs Authority saying, “Our food aspect has 
been scattered under different ministries and agencies and we want to bring all of them under one 
umbrella just as Ghana has done.” 

Mr Katende said research has proofed that Ghana has the best laws and regulations in food and 
drugs and “our representative from the Attorney General’s Department will study Ghana’s FDA law 
and its regulations to help us replicate it”. 

According to him, for Uganda to be successful, it would collaborate with its neigbouring countries 
and work hand in hand with them. 

The Chief Executive of FDA, Dr Stephen Opuni stated that countries like Ethiopia, Nigeria and 
Senegal have visited Ghana to learn from the best practices and “that makes us stand tall among 
our peers in the sub-region and on the continent”. 

Outlining some of the good practices, the Chief Executive mentioned sharing of information in the 
sub region, meeting the standards required by the WHO and giving up to date information to the 
media and the public. 

He said FDA will continue to expose importers and manufacturers who indulge in counterfeit and 
sub-standard medicines that endanger the lives of Ghanaians. 

The Ugandan team interacted with the leaders of the Parliamentary select committee on health and 
the officials of FDA. 
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Over 600 workers of local Pharmaceutical Company, Tobinco, have been 
laid off. 
  
The company says the workers have become redundant following the 
branding of its imported drugs as fake by the food and drugs authority. 
  
The FDA recently warned the public against purchasing drugs imported by 
Tobinco Pharmaceuticals after majority of its drugs failed to meet the 
quality approval standards of the country. 
  
Speaking to XYZ news, the financial controller of the company, Isaac Obed 
Brown, said the workers have been asked to go home because there is no 
work to be done. 
  
Recent post-market surveillance exercises conducted by the FDA revealed 
that Tobinco Pharmaceuticals Limited had imported and distributed fake 
and unregistered medicines onto the Ghanaian market. 
  



The identified medicines numbering over 100 were manufactured by BLISS 
GVS PHARMA Limited, located at 10 Dewan Udyog Nagar, Aliyali Palghar 
Maharashtra- 401, 404 India. 
  
A statement issued and signed by the Chief Executive of FDA, Dr. Stephen 
Opuni, said the fake and unregistered medicines had been supplied to 
regional medical stores, hospitals and pharmacies nationwide. 
  
It said the medicines posed a serious threat to public health and safety, 
since they had not been evaluated for their quality, safety and efficacy by 
the Authority. 
  
The FDA has, in the meantime, detained all the fake and unregistered 
medicines found in the premises of Tobinco Pharmaceuticals and has 
directed those already distributed be immediately recalled countrywide in 
order to protect public health and safety. 
  
Out of the over 100 medicines imported and distributed by Tobinco 
Pharmaceuticals Limited, only seven have duly been given approval by the 
FDA. 
  
The approved medicines are Nifin 20-R Tablets, Slipizem 2.5mg 
Suppository, Slipizem 5mg Suppository, Lonart tablets, Lonart Forte 
Tablets, Lonart Oral Suspension, and Ciprotab Tablets. 
  
The statement advised regional medical stores, hospitals, clinics, 
pharmacies, licensed chemical sellers, maternity homes and other health 
facilities to avoid purchasing medicines imported by Tobinco and 
manufactured by BLISS GVS PHARMA Limited, which are not among the 
seven registered medicines for disbursement to the public. 
  
It urged the listed facilities to hand over stocks of the medicines to the 
nearest FDA office for safe disposal. 
  
Tobinco’s Chief Executive Officer, Samuel Tobin, recently said in a 
statement that: “Our drugs that were and are being destroyed by the FDA 
are not fake drugs”. 

 


